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Roosevelk F Dom July 12, 2004
Mayor

Tho I-Imnhlc Joe Barton

EnugyamiCcmmCumutwe
United States House of

Waghingtan, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Jahn Dingell

Ranking Member

Energy and Commerce Committee
United States House of Representatives
Waeshington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chaieman Bartoa amd Congressmember Dingell:

1 understand that some Members of Congress have suggested requiring cable and satellite
vewpanies to sell basic wble networks on & Jaanel-by chaonel w1 “a la carte,” basis Ox the
surface, this idez sounds appealing, but a deeper look cau anly lead to the conclusion that a la
Mepacknangmdpnd:gdpmgmmngwmddhawachﬂﬂngd&mmpmg:mmg
diversity m Arverica.

Bibwic and minodty populazions in the U.S, are acutely underscrved by television’s
current offerings, and many opinion leaders have celled on media businesses to generate more
channels 1o serve andiences of African-Amerlaans, Hispanics, Asians, and other ethmic groups,
While some progress is being made in this area, the imposition of an a 1a carte pricing model will
bring thase efforts to a screeching halt. Networks that serve diverse, minority and multilingal
interests would never have been launched in an a la carte world.

To reach the andience to which this programming is directed, cable ohannels need to be
part of widely distributed cable or satellite tiers, Securing this kind of carmiage with the potential
advertising basis it provides — allows a network to sell national advertising. This ad revenue,
zlong with the rcasonable foes our chennels must chiarge cable companies for carrage, allows uz

to provide high-quainty programmiog.

If cable and satellite companies sell channels 2 Ia carte, it would iostautly erode

polential
advertising support, forcing minonty groups to dramarieally increase the per-subseribat fee
must charge Ultimately, subscribers would find thmdmnpwahcmtthamm:::w
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and possibly more ~ for just a bandful of channels, rether than having mdreds from which to
choose, gs they do roday.

In its comprehensive report on cable pricing released last fall, the General Accounting
Office concluded: “If cable subseribers were allowed to choose networks on an a Jz carts hasis,
the economics of the cable industry could be altered, and if this were to occur, it is possible that
cable rates could actually increase for some customers,”

One of the great pramises of cable is that with its multi-channe] universe, subscribers can
nmun!thepmgrammgdsa{mwdforﬂmmbutahohwameahdﬂytnshmmhumhrm
communities, styles and viewpoints. The imposition of a Iz carte system wauld drastically
reduce, if not eliminate entirely, that opportunity,

A la carte system iz 2 classic case of a solution £ar worse than the perceived problem.
Those who promote mors diversity in today’s media marketplace would do a disservice to this
concept by supporting or voting for “ala carte” reqprirements,

Sincerely,

ﬁmg F. Dom
Mayor

ee:  Members of the House Enerpy and Commerce Commitiee



